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REIT, George and Frances (Bleil) 

George Reit from Russia to Canada 

George Reit was born in Marienberg (Bisiuk) Russia December 26, 1905. Today, Marienberg is known as 

Pestschanoje. The village was located on the Bisiuk River about 100 miles SE of the city of Satatov and 20 

miles east of the Volga River. Marienberg had a sister city called Streckerau since they were only 3 miles 

apart. 

Catherine the Great of Russia, following the Seven Years War, invited Germans to immigrate to south Russia 

and start communal villages in the great plains of the Ukraine and Volga River valley areas. The Volga area 

started colonization in the 1760s. 

In 1916, the Revolution began in Russia as the Tsar in power at the time was murdered by the communists and 

life in Marienberg as well as the other villages changed drastically. By 1919 Russia was in the throes of a full 

scale war. The Bolsheviks (Red Army) were invading villages looking for young men to enlist in their army 

and the German men did not want any part of this. By 1920-21, things were worse. The communists confis-

cated all the food and livestock in the village, leaving only a few horses and almost no food. They were doing 

this to all the villages in south Russia. 

In August 2, 1921 the Reit Family left Marienberg on a wagon train accompanied with 18 other families in 

hopes of finding a better life. Others stayed behind which included 2 brothers of Georgeôs dad and those of 

each family. The members of the wagon train loaded their wagons onto a barge and crossed the Volga River. 

They travelled by way of Veronish to Rogashev and had to stop because of deep snow. Food was just about 

impossible to obtain unless you had something to trade from a farmer. Many of the villagers died of starvation 

or disease. Georgeôs baby sister died and also his sister Paulineôs husband and her newborn baby. They were 

buried alongside the road. Arrangements were then made for everyone to trade all of their horses and wagons 
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for a train ride to Minsk in cattle cars. In Minsk they were housed with no heat. Food was scarce so they had to 

get a small job to help them survive. George and another lad had begged for bread. During this time in Minsk 

his mother lost another small girl who was buried in a Jewish cemetery. 

In December of 1922 arrangements were finally made for the families to leave and go to Germany. The World 

Relief Agency made it possible for these refugees to cross Poland and enter Germany. They had to pay 5 Ru-

bles in gold to leave the country which they had kept safely hidden on them for this journey. The first 900 

refugees travelled by cattle cars with undesirable conditions. They entered Germany on December 9, 1922 at 

Frankfurt an der Oder where they were all housed at Heimkehrlager. This place had been a prisoner of war 

camp for captured Russian soldiers during WW1. They were all housed and fed by the international Red Cross. 

After going through all their hardships the Reit family survivors were George, his mother, father, older sisters 

Anna and Pauline. Georgeôs mother had a baby boy, Ronimus, at the camp. Pauline had met Jake Danderfer 

Sr. They were married and had a baby boy on March 8, 1924 and named him Jake. The men worked on farms 

near the camp for extra money for their needs. 

In March of 1924, a Catholic group from Canada came to the camp to find 80 refugees who would be willing 

to come as farm labourers and work for they passage to Saskatchewan. The CPR would cover their costs and 

they would pay back their fee at the end of a year's work.  They had to go to Hamburg for medical and other 

immigration checks before being allowed into Canada. Nearly one third were refused entry. Georgeôs father 

was one of them as he had been diagnosed with Trachoma or cataracts and this made it impossible to enter 

unless he had $200 to pay for his own fare. George was too young to come and enter without his father. It was 

Jake Danderfer Sr. that agreed to be responsible for George so that he could come. Jakeôs wife, Pauline and the 

baby, Jake, would have to wait for a year until Jake Sr. could send money for their fare. Georgeôs father, 

mother, sister Anna and little brother Ronimus remained at the camp. Those chosen to go left Hamburg and 

travelled by train to Rotterdam, Holland where they boarded the CPR Montrose. They sailed from there to 

England and then on to Saint John, NB, arriving there April 5, 1924. 

George and Jake went by train to Wilkie, Saskatchewan where they were picked up by farmers to go to Tramp-

ing Lake, Saskatchewan. They both worked for different farmers and got paid $300 for the year. George paid 

$150 to the CPR for his fare, then sent his family at the camp in Germany $140 and kept $10 for himself. The 

Reit family and others at the camp in Germany could not stay there much longer as the camp was to be open 

for only 3 years. If you didnôt have a destination to go to, you would have to return to the country that you 

came from. The Reit family had kept in touch with the family in Marienberg and they were told that things 

were better there, so they decided to return to Russia with the money George had sent them. The family in 

Marienberg was told by the communists to say this in order to lure them back. This had also happened to oth-

ers escaping Russia. The family had only been in touch with George once after that and then werenôt heard 

from again. Stalin had plans for all the German Russians to go to Siberia or Kazakhstan to the gulag camps. 

They did not survive. 

When there wasnôt any work left on the farm until spring, George, Jake and a friend of Georgeôs went logging 

in the winter at Stony Plain, Alberta until spring when the farming would start up again in Tramping Lake. 

When spring came, Jake sent for Pauline and their son, Jake Jr, who had remained in Germany at the camp. 

After they arrived, George, Jake, Pauline and young Jake Jr. all went to Dewberry, Alberta to pick out some 
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property. George didnôt stay and went back to Tramping Lake as he didnôt care for the piece of land that he 

would have acquired. 

George then went to work for a school teacher who had a little boy as he wanted to learn English. In the fall, 

George went logging with his friend again in Stony Plain. When returning in the spring, he went to work for 

Joe Piotz who lived in Handel, Sasketchewan, not too far from Tramping Lake. This was where he met Fran-

ces Bleile. Joe was married to Francesô sister Katie. Katie had looked after Frances since their mother had died 

in Russia. It was not long before George and Frances were married. 

Frances Bleile from Russia to Canada 

Frances Bleil was born in Kandel, Russia August 6, 1907. Today, Kandel is known as Rybalôskoye. The vil-

lage was located in the Kutschurgan District, Odessa area, in the south east Ukraine, which was part of Russia 

at that time. This area consisted of 6 villages; Strassber, Baden, Selz, Kandel, Mannheim and Elsass. Immi-

grants came from the same (named) villages in Germany. 

Catherine the Great of Russia, following the Seven Yearôs War, invited Germans to immigrate to South Russia 

and start communal villages in the great plains of the Ukraine and Volga River valley areas. The Ukraine area 

started colonization between 1801 and 1811. 

In 1916, the Revolution began in Russia as the Tsar in power at the time was murdered by the Communists and 

life in Kandel as well as the other villages changed drastically. By 1919, Russia was in the throes of a full scale 

war. The Red Army (Bolsheviks)  came to the villages looking for young men to enlist in their army. By 1920-

21, things were worse. There had been a drought in Russia and food was scarce. The communists confiscated 

all the food and livestock that they could. All of the villages in south Russia were under siege. 

Francesô mom and dad had 6 children. Veronica, Philomena, Katharina, Barbara, Frances and a younger 

brother who died of pneumonia. Frances was only 11 when her dad died of disease. When her mom died she 

was 13. Francesô mom asked Katharina to look after her when she died. 

Veronica had married but her husband died of pneumonia. Veronica and Philomena immigrated to Canada in 

1914. They had sold a cow for their fare. Canadian German farmers in St. Josephôs Colony, Saskatchewan, 

were looking for young women to come to Canada to help them on their farms. They both married soon after 

arriving there. 

Katharina had also married in Russia and moved from Kandel to Selz, one of the neighbouring villages where 

her husband lived. They had a son named Johnny. Her husband had volunteered for the Russian Army during 

WW1. He was walking home at the end of the war with a friend and was so tired he had to rest overnight in the 

snow. Catching cold, he died of pneumonia after arriving home. 

Barbara had married and also moved to Selz with her husband. He had also volunteered for the Russian Army 

during WW1. He came home after the war but died in 1933 from disease. The 1932 famine in Russia didnôt 

help his situation. She was left alone to look after her 6 children that she had during her marriage. 
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Frances, Katharina with son Johnny decided to emigrate to Canada during the famine in Russia. Philomenaôs 

husband, Joe Engel, paid for their fares. Frances was 17, Katharina 26 and young Johnny was only 3 at this 

time. They left Kandel by train for Odessa; leaving there by train on August 13, 1924 to Riga, Latvia. 

Katharina was able to speak some Russian which enabled them to get their passports. They left Riga on the 

CPR ship, SS Melita on Sept 11, 1924 and stopped over in England before arriving on September 27, 1924 in 

Quebec, Canada. Then they continued by train to their destination which was St. Josephôs Colony, Saskatche-

wan. They lived with Joe Engel and Philomena in the town of Leipzig. Katie had met Joe Piotz and they were 

married. Frances went to live with them. She met her husband, George Reit, when he came to work for Joe 

Piotz. They were soon married. 

Barbara had to stay in Russia as it would have been too difficult to come to Canada with 6 children. During 

WW2, Hitler had invaded the southern Ukraine in 1941. He took all the young German men in the villages and 

drafted them into the SS. Barbaraôs oldest son was one of them. Though he had lived through the war, he never 

go to see his mom again. In the spring of 1944, before the end of the war, as Russia was starting to take over 

Europe, Hitler had moved all the people in the villages to Warthland, Poland where they had all acquired their 

German citizenship. The women worked in households and the men on farms to earn their keep. At the end of 

the war when Hitler was defeated, the United States was an ally of Russia. Stalin wanted any one living east of 

Germany that was born in Russia to return to Russia. The US settled with this. Barbara and her children were 

deported back to Karaganda, Kazakhstan, one of the gulags in Russia. Anton, Barbaraôs oldest son, was in 

West Germany at this time. Barbara had died at age of 62 in Karaganda. After 1991, Germans in Kazakhstan 

could go back to their native country. Anton was able to reunite with his family after they arrived there. 

The Reits in Saskatchewan 

George Reit was born December 26, 1905 in Marienberg (Bisiuk), Russia and immigrated with Jake Danderfer 

Sr. to Tramping Lake, Saskatchewan in the spring of 1924. 

Frances Bleile was born August 6, 1907 in Kandel, Ukraine, Russia and immigrated with her older sister 

Katarina (Bleile) Kiefel and son Johnny Kiefel to Leipzig, Saskatchewan in the fall of 1924. 

George met Frances when he went to work for Joe Piotz in Handel. The small town was on the outskirts of 

Tramping Lake. Frances was living there with her older sister Katie who was married to Joe Piotz. George and 

Frances were married in Tramping Lake soon after. George continued to work for Joe until after their daughter 

Cecilia was born. Later when they could afford it, George and Frances rented a number of farms for the next 

few years in the following places: Handel, Springwater, Turtleford and West Hazel. It was difficult to make a 

living on small farms during the late 20s and early 30s. So not having any success they decided to move to the 

Okanagan Valley in 1935. 

In 1932 Jake Danderfer Sr. died in Dewberry, Alberta. Jake was Georgeôs brother-in-law who had married his 

sister Pauline in 1923 while in Germany. Jake and two other men were killed when a circular saw blade had 

broken up while cutting wood. George rode there by pony from his farm in Sasketchewan for the funeral and 

to help his sister. 
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In the fall of 1935, the Reits left Saskatchewan for BC. They drove to the US border at Eastport, Idaho but 

were turned back as George didnôt have his citizenship papers. They then went to visit Pauline in Dewberry 

and after that returned to Handel and stayed with Joe and Katie. There, George applied for his naturalization 

papers. In the spring of 1936, George received a telegram telling him that there was a job for him at Mr. Ai-

kinsô in Naramata. In early May of 1936, the family drove over the Crowsnest Pass and arrived at Naramata 

where they resided until 1994. 
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