Perry (Pere) DARLING

Author: Stu Berry

Peregrine George Ellison Darling was born August 12, 1905 at the Remmington Vicarag
Northumberland, England. He died in Naramata in 1984. His parents were Rev Oliver Warn
Darling (Dec 6, 1850 Dec 20, 1914) and Violet Caroline G&llison (Mar 8, 197G May 25,
1955).

Perebts father died Dec. 1914 and his two
was 9 years old. His remaining family of sister Katherine and mother Violet often came fron
England to visit Pere in Naramata.

Pere immigrated to Canada in about 1927. He was sponsored by a German farmer in Harr
BC. He later worked for a farmer in Grand Forks, BC where he learned of the new orchardir
community of Naramata. By 1929 Pere was in Naramata and while working for Mr Fred R
Cross, he became good friends with both Cross sisters, Alice and Dora, and the Stanifo
brothers, Gwyn and Selwyn.

Il n 1930, Pere purchased the 5 acres on B
and he planted apples, pears and a peach orchard.

He built a small cabin on the property with the help of the Staniforth brothers. In 1933 Per
took a long holiday home to England and Ireland to visit family and friends. It was while he
was staying with his uncle in Ireland that he met a pretty young lady who was working as

nanny for his wuncleds neighbours. Af t er
shocked the stodgy Englishmen and women. He was asked what his intentions were, so
sai d: Ato marry this |l ovely | ady, 06 so the

lier. Pere then finished his holiday and returned to Naramata to build a proper home. Fort
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|
natel vy, his father had set aside money fc
Morgan, (born July 1, 1912) age 21, and her mother came to Halifax by boat and Pere cal
from Naramata by train to Halifax to meet them. Frances and Pere were married in Halifax c
March 23, 1934 with Mrs. Morgan as their witness. Pere and Frances had a lovely long tr
across Canada on the CNR train and arrived in Naramata to a house not quite finished and
money left to finish it with.

They must have done alright working for other orchardists for they bought two horses
ONertz®é6 and 6Bobbyd and | oved riding and
woul d end wup owning other horses with da
ORustydé and enjoyed many a ride with Mar
mainly for Frances to ride but was wused

sometimes ORustydé6 would pull the stoneboa
and up to the fruit stand. I can remembe
high strung for this work and the full boxes would nearly tip over.

John Morgan Darling was born June 14, 1935 and Ann, born Gwellian Morgan Darling cam
on Jan 7, 1937. Ursula (Sula) Katherine D
ter Nancy lived with them (. . .) invasions forced Nancy to return to England.

Pereds mother, Vi ol et Caroline Darling w
home across from the Anglican Church where she was an avid Sunday school teacher. .
Wiseman remembers Mrs. Darling making her do her calligraphy bible passage three times
fore accepting it. This work still hangs in the Anglican church. Violet also purchased a peac
orchard and small summer home on the beach. When Violet died, this orchard was describec
too sandy to be economical and was sold to Mr and Mrs Braidwood who would build Sand
Beach Lodge amongst the peach trees.

Pere joined the Army in 19 in Penticton and ended up in the regiment where he trained
a radar man in the East before being assigned to the radar unit in Prince Rupert. Frances
the hard task of raising the three children plus running the orchard for many years.

ADDENDA:
1 - Letter from Pere to his mother on Feb 20, 1933

2 - April 2, 1911 Census of Ireland record sheet for Darling household
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