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Welcome to the First Edition of the J M Robinson Family History. The first because, there will be errors and 
omissions which will need to be corrected as this draft gains more readership. While much effort has been 
made to make this work as correct as possible, we would be pleased if errors or omissions were brought to our 
attention at museum.naramata@gmail.com. 
 
When I started as a volunteer at the Naramata Museum, I discovered that a history of JM Robinson was non-
existent. Information was scattered throughout a plethora of notes, newspaper clippings, photographs and sto-
ries written by early settlers and quasi-historians. It was difficult for a newbie to get a grasp of the man when 
one story emphasized land development, another mining schemes and yet another his spiritualist beliefs. From 
that frustration, the idea of gathering the information into a coherent flow was born. As it stands, the project 
remains a work in progress; but progress nonetheless. 
 
We have reached the point where a chronology prevails. Never was it my intention to tell the story of Narama-
ta here, just that of JM Robinson in an effort to add his familyôs name to the Naramata Museumôs Family His-
tories collection. Some of these histories are available in the museumôs website at naramatamuseum.ca. 
 
Not everything that is known about JM Robinson is included here. Far from it. For example, a visit to the de-
pository at the provincial archives was not even contemplated as it would overwhelm this writer. Key to find-
ing out more about the private man would also require access to his personal writing, only a little of which is 
available at our museum. This story can be a starting point, though, for a more substantial biography of J M 
Robinson in the future. But that must be left for a more capable person with a bit more time on their hands. I 
do hope that this effort, at least, offers the Naramata Museum volunteers some insight into the man which they 
can then impart upon our visitors. If the general public also stumbles upon it, then the story of this dynamic 
man can be more widely disseminated. 
 
 

John Verde 
Naramata Museum 
2023 
 
 
 
 

mailto:museum.naramata@gmail.com
naramatamuseum.ca
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John Moore Robinson Time Line 

 

1852  Parents William Robinson and Mary Moore arrive New York August 5 from Ireland (via Liverpool) 

1855  Born December 30 at Hustonville, Wellington County, Ontario 

 Attended local public school in Hustonville, Ontario 

1870  Family was living in Lockport, New York 

 Attended High School in Lockport (Union School) 

1873  Collegiate Institute, St Catherineôs, Ontario. (Teacherôs college) 

1875  Taught school in Wellington County, Ontario (four years) 

1879  Moved to Manitoba in March 

 Teacher at Woodlands School (possibly 2 years) 

 Clerk of Woodlands Municipality when it was incorporated (May 3, 1880) 

 Realty business in Woodlands 

1882  Moved to Portage la Prairie and opened up a realty business 

Married Eliza Catherine Lipsett on June 24 in Meadow Lea, MB 

Purchased half interest in Portage Tribune 

1883  Daughter: Alice Moore May 29 (died 1884 at 8 mos) 

 Purchased Portage Tribune in full 

1884  Formed Portage Review (Koroscil.) 

1885  Son: William Lipsett born April 10, Portage la Prairie, MB (died 1954) 

1886  Founded Brandon Times (Koroscil) 

 Son: John Othmar, born Sep 11, Brandon, MB (died 1948) 

 Elected Grand Master of the Orange Association in February 

 Elected MLA Manitoba Legislature December 9 

 Secretary Treasurer of Portage la Prairie Town 

 Secretary Treasurer of County Liberal-Conservative Association 

1888  Daughter: Florence Gwendoline, born March 11 (died 1976) 

 Lost provincial election run on July 11 

 First prospecting trip to the Okanagan/Princeton (Koroscil) 

1889  Son: Robert óCamô Campbell born Nov 27, Portage la Prairie, MB (died 1939) 

1890  Son: Arthur Moore born Dec 4, Brandon, MB (died 1896) 

1893? Formed Canadian-American Gold Mining and Development Co Ltd ï Rossland, BC 

1894 Daughter: Gladys Catherine born Jan 11, Portage la Prairie (died 1982) 

1896  Daughter: Kathleen Marjorie born Dec. 2 in Brandon, MB (died 1956) 

1897  Daughter: Evangeline Dorothy born Jan 11, Portage la Prairie, MB (died 1979) 

1897  Final prospecting trip to BC (June to October) 

1898  Mining the Kathleen Mine & Gladstone mines. Built Glen Robinson (mining town) 

1899  Peachland Townsite Company formed , W J Robinson, Manager ((Koroscil) 

1900  Daughter: Marguerite Candace born Aug 7, New West, BC (died 1949) 

1903  Father died at Peachland. 

 Formed Summerland Development Co Ltd on June 18 with Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, President 

 (OHS Report 36 ï Nov, 1972) (Koroscil) 

1905  Tom Ellis' Southern Okanagan Land Co formed. Robinson buys >1000 acres at Nine Mile Point 

1906  Summerland incorporated December 1. JM Robinson elected first Reeve by acclamation 

1907  Summerland Trust Co. formed (changed to Okanagan Trust Co in 1911) (Koroscil) 
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1907 Naramata development gets underway in spring 

1908  Naramata Hotel built 

 Summerland Review launched in August. JM has controlling interest 

1910  Naramata population 250. 3000 acres has been acquired by Summerland (Okanagan) Trust Co 

1912  Okanagan Securities Brochure printed 

1914  Son William marries Mary Isabella Firstbrook on April 27 in York, Ontario 

1925  Mother died at Peachland 

1934  JM died at Naramata on Feb 23 

1936  Lily died at Naramata on Oct. 28 

 

Some Important developments for the south Okanagan 

 

1885  CPR completed 

1889 Land is opened up for pre-emption by Commission of Lands and Works, Victoria BC. 

1890  James Gartrell establishes commercial orchard on Trout Creek Point (Summerland) 

1892  Shuswap and Okanagan Railroad (S&O) finished 

1893 SS Aberdeen launched on May 3 

1898 J M Robinson starts land development scheme at Peachland 

1909  Hon Sydney Fisher, the Dominion Minister of Agriculture, visited Summerland. JM and others urged the Federal Gov't to 
 establish an experimental farm 

 

Companies involving J M Robinson (far from complete): 

 

Algonquin Consolidated Mining and Development Co [JM Vice-President] 
Christina-Cascade Mining and Development Co 
Canadian American Gold Mining and Development Co Ltd [JM President] 
 
Peachland Townsite Co Ltd Dec 28, 1899 [JM President] 
Summerland Development Co Ltd June 18, 1903 [JM is managing director] 
Summerland Hotel 
Summerland Review 1908 
Summerland Fruit Company 
 
South Okanagan Land Co (1905) 
 
J M Robinson & Co (with Candace and Bill) 
Okanagan Securities Co Ltd 
Summerland Trust Co Ltd Jan 2, 1907 [JM President] (became Okanagan Trust Co. Ltd. in 1911) 
Naramata Hotel 
Naramata Supply Co. 1907? 
 
Okanagan Historical Society Sep 4, 1925 [not a company, but Robinson was a director in Kelowna Branch] 
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Robinson, John Moore 

1855-1934 

An historic marker located 
at the roadside in Summer-
land overlooking Lake 
Okanagan alerts the curi-
ous to a man who was re-
sponsible for how the 
southern Okanagan has 
developed. He looked be-
yond the dry grasslands 
and saw a future where 
irrigated orchards pro-
duced sweet fruit. His 
drive to develop the land 
for fruit growing led to the 
establishment of Peach-
land, Summerland and Na-
ramata; all three of these 
communities are visible 
from the lookout point 

from where the marker is located. Today, the Okanagan is well-known for its fruit but J M Robinson, not as 
much, and it isnôt right that it should be so. 

The Early Years 

John Moore Robinson, or óJMô as he preferred to be called, was born on December 30, 1855 in Hustonville, 
Wellington County, Ontario. He was the son of William Robinson and Maria Moore who fled County Sligo, 
Ireland in 1852 and arrived in New York on August 5th. They were not alone for ñbetween 1845 and 1855, no 
fewer than 2.1 million people left Ireland . . . one of the greatest exoduses from a single island in historyò [The 
Great Famine - Wikipedia.] 

Compilation from various sources 
gathered by the Naramata Museum 
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After a short time in New York State, the couple settled in Canada West (Ontario) where JM was born. By 
1867 when Canada became a nation, JM was nearly 12 years old. In the US Census of 1870, however, the fam-
ily are found again in New York State where JM attended Union School (high school) in Lockport, NY, along 
with two sisters, Elizabeth and Candace. Eight year old William and one year old Arthur, (who had been born 
in New York the previous year) were also listed in the 1870 census (below). Another sister, Anne, would be 
born the following year in Lockport but, when the last of the siblings arrived, the family had returned to Cana-
da as, Zella, was born in Ontario in 1874. From this information, it is estimated that the Robinsons were in 
Lockport, NY from 1869 to 1873. That fall, JM enrolled in Teacherôs College in St Catherineôs, Ontario. 

After graduating, JM became a teacher in Wellington County and taught there for four years. 

Robinson, John Moore 

William Robinson family c. 1885 (based on assumption that the lass front right is Zella who looks about 11 
years old.  Back row left to right: AT, unknown, WJ, JM. 
Front row l - r: unknown, Anne?, William, Maria, Zella?, unknown. (Photo Summerland Museum) 
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With some teaching experience under his belt, JM went 
west in 1879 to a teaching job at Woodlands School in 
rural Manitoba. A year later, in May, 1880, Woodlands 
was established as a municipality and JM became the 
municipal clerk. That year, he made his first venture 
into real estate. 

Putting his teaching career behind him, he moved to 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba in 1882, where he opened 
a realty business. That June he married Eliza óLilyô 
Catherine Lipsett from Meadow Lea, which is a short 
distance from Woodlands. Lilyôs father, Robert Lipsett, 
was a man of some standing and JM would have known 
him from his connections in local politics. 

Family and Career 

The move to Portage provided the opportunity to ac-
quire a half share in the Portage Tribune in 1883 
(Bright Sunshine, p. 56), a career choice that elevated 
JM into an influential position in Woodlands society. 
Progress in Manitoba was coming in leaps and bounds 
for Winnipeg was the big city of the Prairies and gate-
way to the North West Territory. The Canadian Pacific 
Railroad (CPR) was under construction and would pass 
through these locations. Being the centre of the vast young country, Manitoba was poised to become an area of 
significance and JM was right in the middle of the action. It would have suited him well too, for he was an en-
ergetic man and, being the oldest sibling, must have felt the responsibility to bring prosperity and security to 
his family. By 1891, his parents and siblings had also relocated to Manitoba and most of them would stay 
close to JM throughout their lives. 

Things were going well for JM as he developed his business acumen and made connections with people of in-
fluence. He was strongly involved with the Baptist church, the Orange Order, local and provincial politics, and 
the business community. As a newspaper man, he was embedded in all the progressive activities in the area. 

In 1883, JM and Lilyôs first child was born but, sadly, died at 8 months old in 1884. Tragic, that must have 
been but infant mortality was commonplace in those times and, although the couple would ultimately have 
eight children survive into adulthood, they would lose two others in childhood. That year he purchased the 
Portage Tribune outright. 

1884 saw an amalgamation of two newspapers resulting in the formation of the Portage la Prairie Review with 
Robinson its reporter, editor and publisher. The following year, 1885, the coupleôs oldest child, William Lip-
sett Robinson, was born on April 10. That was the year that saw the completion of the CPR which stitched 
Canada from coast to coast. It ran through Winnipeg, Brandon and Portage. It was now very easy to travel 
without hardship from town to town along the mainline as, indeed, across the country. It appears that JM took 
advantage of that fact. 

In 1886, JM founded the Brandon Times and went on to make his family home in that town. Ownership of a 
second newspaper certainly would have contributed to making him a man of influence. Their second son, John 
Othmar Robinson, was born in Brandon on September 11. That year JM was elected the Grand Master of the 
Orange Association of Manitoba (February), became Secretary Treasurer of Portage la Prairie Town and Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the county Liberal-Conservative Association, (then the formal name of the Conservative 
Party of Canada and in use until 1911). 

Finally, on December 9, 1886 John Moore Robinson was elected as the Conservative representative to the 

Robinson, John Moore 

Eliza Catherine Lipsett 
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Manitoba Legislature, thus end-
ing a singularly spectacular year. 

As all too often happens with 
historical research, conflicting 
information muddies the waters 
but it is thought that in 1886 and 
certainly in 1888, JM made the 
first of several trips to British 
Columbia with an eye toward 
establishing some gold claims. 
Again, it would have been rela-
tively easy for a man of means to 
travel on the railroad to places 
that were once difficult to reach. 
Although one historian states 
that he arrived in Peachland in 
1888 ówith wife and two chil-
drenô clearly the family did not 
stay as is evident by the dates 
and birthplaces of their subse-
quent children. Still, there are 
clues that JM visited BC at dif-
ferent times as he, himself, gives 
a short description of the rough 
mining town of Rossland, as he 
observed it in 1893, after having 
recently arrived ófrom the deco-
rous eastô. But for sure, Robinson would eventually move to BC for good in 1898 because, by then, his mining 
interests had grown and a mining development was being undertaken near Peachland. 

Perhaps a list of the children born to JM and Lily would be useful at this point as their birthplaces specify 
where the family was living at the time of their birth. The entries in italics indicate the three children who died 
in childhood. 

Alice Moore Robinson  1883  Portage la Prairie, MB 
William Lipsett Robinson  1885  Portage la Prairie, MB 
John Othmar Robinson  1886  Brandon, MB 
Florence Gwendolyn Robinson 1888  Brandon, MB 
Robert Campbell Robinson  1889  Portage la Prairie, MB 
Arthur Moore Robinson  1890  Brandon, MB 
Lillie Robinson   1892  Brandon, MB 
Gladys Catherine Robinson  1894  Portage la Prairie, MB 
Kathleen Marjorie Robinson  1896  Brandon, MB 
Evangeline Dorothy Robinson 1897  Portage la Prairie, MB 
Marguerite Candace Robinson 1900  New Westminster, BC  
 
In 1888, JM lost in his run for the provincial legislature. This, perhaps 
because his voters saw that his interest was more focused on gold pro-
specting than campaigning. One historian (Koroscil, in Canadian Pa-
pers p.90) states that 1888 marks JMs first trip to BC to stake mining 
claims. At any rate, it is clear from our vantage point that BCs mining 
country held an appeal for him; or at least gold did. It was perhaps in 
1893 [citation needed] that JM and partners started the Canadian Ameri-

Robinson, John Moore 

J M Robinson family circa 1897. Robinson would be 42 or so. Boy at far right is William 
who would be eleven and the child on Lilyôs lap is Kathleen, born 1896. 

(Photos on this page are Courtesy of Summerland Museum) 
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can Gold Mining and Development Company based in Rossland. JM had already purchased controlling shares 
in other exploration enterprises so that by 1897 the companyôs directors felt that a major expedition needed to 
be undertaken to BC with an eye toward looking over their claims for possible development and exploration of 
hitherto un-prospected areas. 

Journal of our Trip - 1897 

J M Robinson kept a journal of the expedition and later re-wrote it as an allegory for entertainment purposes. 
He dedicates the work óto my wife Lilly with tears and a million dollars, if only she would read it.ô 

That summer, the prospecting party covered a distance of approximately 500 miles through southern BC, much 
of it through wild country, mostly on bridle paths and a significant portion through unexplored wilderness. At 
the start, the entourage consisted of JM and his two brothers: William James (WJ) and Arthur Thomas (AT), 
both of whom were company directors. Lilyôs brother, Robert Campbell Lipsett, a veterinarian, was also pre-
sent and also a director in the company. Non-family members included W J Shelton (a mining expert), and a  
woman named Anna Anderson, who was a spiritualist medium. Her raison dôetre was to communicate with 
the spirit world thus gaining the help of the departed souls in discovering gold. Rounding off the entourage 
was a man named William óBillyô Wren, who was the camp cook. This is corroborated by a newspaper article 
written toward the end of the year [unattributed clipping. Seen on page 12]. 

It was a rare sight in those days to see a woman óprospectorô and Anna Andersonôs presence on the expedition 
was because of her spiritualist abilities. It is possible that Mrs Anderson, a Norwegian-American widow, had  
previously made the acquaintance of the Robinson family through the Spiritualist Church. In the journal there 
is a reference to a camping trip with the Robinsons at Shoal Lake, Manitoba in August 1894. Being a follower 
of that occult practice and believing in Annaôs abilities of clairvoyance, clairaudience and mineral psychomet-
rics, JM felt that her peculiar skill would enhance the effectiveness of the prospecting expedition as it traversed 
the BC wilderness in search of gold. 

Mr Shelton, although suspicious of the degree to which mysticism might assist their endeavour, was neverthe-
less open to its possibilities and, of course, deferred to the presidentôs will to prevail over his pessimism. In 
JMôs defence, though, very little mining science existed at the time, to determine what might lie beneath oneôs 
feet. Drilling as we know it, was not yet a thing, so miners of the day essentially went by what lay exposed on 
the surface for guidance as to what might lie beneath. As spiritualism was in its ascendancy at the time, 
(perhaps 8 million followers in 1897 mostly from the middle and upper classes. Wikipedia), it was only reason-
able to assume that this belief should be exploited for any value it may have. More than a century later, it has 
been marginalized to a great extent but at that time it was practiced in parallel with conventional religion by 
the likes of JM Robinson who, although a devout Baptist, believed that spiritualism was more in the realm of 
one who was a critical thinker. It would hold a life-long fascination for him. 

The prospecting party left Rossland in July, travelled into Washington State to look over their claims there and 
then back into Canada where the Christina Lake claims were inspected. They then moved westward as far as 
Princeton, before turning north and east toward Headwaters Lakes, located close to Okanagan Lake, near pre-
sent-day Peachland. Throughout the expedition, Mrs. Anderson was in constant contact with the spirit world, 
the denizens of which assured the prospectors that they were on the right track and that riches would be theirs 
if they persevered. Around Headwaters Lakes, they discovered some promising sites which were staked. A site 
was surveyed for a town to service the mines (Glen Robinson) and then the party travelled the rest of the way 
to Camp Hewitt where Peachland is today. From there, they would cross the lake to Okanagan Landing on the 

Robinson, John Moore 



10 

 

S S Aberdeen, where they would register their claims at Vernon. Ultimately, the group would return to 
Rossland. Repeatedly, Okanagan historians tell us how JM was so impressed by the peaches grown in the vi-
cinity of Camp Hewitt that he decided that the environment of the Okanagan Valley was perfect for growing 
fruit on a large scale.  And some also say how Robinson quickly dropped thoughts of going into mining and, 
instead, went into land development. But let us let J M tell the story of how it happened in his own words: 

From: The Transition of the Okanagan as told by J M Robinson, a circular, 1926. [Bright Sunshine p. 57] 

 óIn the fall of 1897, in pursuit of a mining enterprise, I stayed overnight at the Lam-
bley Ranch on the Okanagan Lake, and the bachelor in charge, Mr Vener, gave us for 
supper the most delicious peaches I ever ate. I asked him where he got the peaches, 
assuming, of course, that they were imported, and he replied that they raised them. He 
said that a few of the acres of the orchard around the house were peaches and they 
found them a profitable crop. This information was A WONDERFUL REVELATION 
TO ME. 
 Immediately it dawned upon me that herein lay the solution of the problem that had 
been so often anxiously discussed by Manitoba people of my acquaintance who saw 
many of their best settlers, year after year sell out their belongings and go with their 
families and capital to California. In most cases these people did not want to leave the 
country where they were doing so well at wheat farming, but some members of the fam-
ily COULD NOT STAND THE RIGORS OF THE WINTER, and so a change must be 
made. How often had the regret been expressed by these Manitobans that we did not 
have, somewhere in the west, a bit of territory with climatic conditions that might even 
distantly approach the California climate. 
 So here in the Okanagan, on the Lambley Ranch I discovered what these people 
were wishing for and what Canada needed.  
 A few days later I bought 30 acres of the Lambley Ranch on the beach adjoining the 
peach orchard, and surveyed a little village which I called Peachland, so the idea that 
it was a peach raising district would be conveyed wherever the name went.ô 
 

As we see, the seed of an idea was certainly planted that fall but the actual foray into land development was 
not to take place until 1899 
when the Peachland Town-
site Company was born 
with the slogan: ñThe Ca-
nadian Californiaò. 

James Gartrell of Trout 
Creek had established a 
commercial orchard in 
1890 [Okanagan Historical 
Society [1948] Report 12, 
p172] and Robert Lambly 
grew fruit, as JM describes. 
But early in 1898, the min-
ing venture was going 
strong with about 30 men 
working on the Gladstone 
and Kathleen mines in the 
area of Glen Robinson near 
Headwater Lakes. Despite 
the effort, it was an unsuc-
cessful venture. 

Robinson, John Moore 

Lambley ranchhouse. Photo courtesy of Peachland Museum 
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Above: Map showing claims staked by the Canadian American Gold Mining Co in 1897. (Courtesy of Peach-
land Museum) 
Below: 1898. Group working the Gladstone Mine purchased from Augustus (Gus) Hewitt. Standing top right 
is JM Robinson. Sitting beside him is Harry Hardy, Peachlandôs first permanent settler. The woman in the pho-
to is likely Anna Anderson, and RC Lipsett sitting behind her. (Courtesy of Peachland Museum and Richard 
Smith) 

Robinson, John Moore 


