ARMOUR, Catherine Gemmel

By Cathie Armour
B. 26 November, 1919
D. 25 July, 1997

Childhood Memories of Catherine (Cathie, Kay) Conway (nee Armour)

This is not a story, just an account for the interest of our children and their children.

I was born in 1919 in Penticton but lived all of my unmarried life in the Okanagan Valley in the interior of BC
in a little town called Naramata situated on the east side of Okanagan Lake. This account covers the year:
the 620s and early 630s while | was stildl i n el e
taking into consideration the years when | was too young to remember.

Things are dated in my mind as happening before or after Agnes died, electric lights and getting a car. Elect
ity and being able to drive to Penticton made a great change in our lives.

During the years immediately before the Great Depression, times were pretty good, prices for fruit were up a
it was then that we could afford to enlarge the house, buy a car and go on car trips. The effect of the stock
ket crash didnét reach us until about 1931. The

Written in Campbell River, BC
In the years 1987 & 1988
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Ancestors of Catherine Gemmel Armour

William Matthew Armour
b: in Scotland
d: in St Andrews, Scotland

William Matthew Armour

b: 11 Aug 1882 in Glasgow, Scotland

m: 31 Dec 1914 in Naramata, B.C. Canada

d: 19 Jan 1942 in St Paul's Hospital, Vancouver,
B.C.

Agnes Weir
Catherine Gemmel Armour b: in Scotland
b: 26 Nov 1919 in Penticton B.C. Canada d: in Nice
m: 26 Jun 1940 in St Margaret's Church, Vancouver,
B.C., Canada
d: 25 Jul 1997 in Nanaimo, B.C. Canada from bone Andrew Wilson
cancer b: in Dundee Scotland
d: in Vancouver BC

Grace Wilson
b: 02 Jan 1890 in Dundee, Scotland
d: 23 Jan 1975 in Comox, B.C. Canada

Nell Gillis
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]
Husband: William Matthew Armour

Born: 11 Aug 1882 in: Glasgow, Scotland
Married: 31 Dec 1914 in: Naramata, B.C. Canada
Died: 19 Jan 1942 in: St Paul's Hospital, Vancouver, B.C.
Burial:

Father: William Matthew Armour
Mother: Agnes Weir

Other Spouses:
Wife: Grace Wilson
Born: 02 Jan 1890 in: Dundee, Scotland
Died: 23 Jan 1975 in: Comox, B.C. Canada

Burial:
Father: Andrew Wilson
Mother: Nell Gillis
Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

1 Name: Agnes Anderson Armour
Born: Mar 1915
Married:
Died: 11 Jan 1926
Burial:
Spouse:
2 Name: Grace Elizabeth Armour
Born: 30 Jul 1916 in:
Died: in:
Burial:
Married: in:
Spouse: B Haines
Married: in:
Spouse: Martin Wiebe
3 Name: Frances (Ella) Eleanor Armour
Born: 21 May 1918 in:
F Died: 2001 in: Prince George, B.C. Canada
Burial:
Married: 1934 in:
Spouse: Ian Wiseman

4 Name: Catherine Gemmel Armour

Born: 26 Nov 1919 in: Penticton B.C. Canada

F Died: 25 Jul 1997 in: Nanaimo, B.C. Canada from bone cancer
Burial:

Married: 26 Jun 1940 in: St Margaret's Church, Vancouver, B.C., Canada
Spouse: John Arthur Conway

5 Name: Margaret Wilson Armour
Born: 29 Nov 1923
Died:
Burial:
Married: 08 Jul 1950 in: Vancouver, B.C. Canada
Spouse: Edward (Ted) Smirfitt

6 Name:
Born:
Married:
Died:
Burial:
Spouse:
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The house.

There were five girls in our family, Agnes, Grace, Ella, me,
(Cathie) and Margaret. We lived with our parents on an orchard in
Naramata. At 27 years of age, Dad had emigrated from Scotland in
1909, going to Calgary for a short while before coming to Naramata.
Mother came out from Scotland in 1911. She was eight years younger
than Dad. She came to live withfﬁrother, our Uncle Andy. Mother
and Dad were married in Varamata and went to live on the orchard
which Dad had newly planted. They didn't have electricity or
indoor plumbing, though they had running water in the kitchen.

Our little house had two bedrooms, front room, kitchen and a
storage room which we called the 'wee' room. This was where the
trunks were kept, clothes hung up and all the odds and ends stored
on a shelf above the trunks. ILots of interesting thingg,in the
trunks and on that shelf. We always called the”living‘room the 'big'
room, though other people called theirs the parlor.» There was also a
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side in the kitchen there was dark green burlap on the wadls to
the chair-rail and above that was a shiny wallpaper patterned with
Dutch scenes in blue and white. The ceiling was varnished V-joint.
The floor was covered with linoleum, but I cannot remember it other
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verandah. A gold-coloured tin plate filled the empﬁy stove-pipe
hole. '

The bedrooms were wallpapered over beaverboard. Beaverboard was
a sort of compressed cardboard and if we weren't careful it could be
easily bashed in., Mother and Dad's bedroom had a lilac colored
pattern and the girls' room had pink. Four of us slept in one
room, Ella and I slept in one single bed and Grace and Agnes in
an other., Margaret, the baby, was in a crib in our parent's room.
Mother and Dad had a three-quarter white enamel and brass bed but I
remember when they got a new brown enamelled double bed with a spring-
filled mattress and their bed was put into our room for Grace and
Agnes. After Agnes died, Ella and I got that bed, Grace one single
bed and the crib was brought into our room. There was also a wash-
stand in the room, not much room for anything else. Later on we
had a dresser with a mirror. The mattresses on these first beds were
cotton filled and very saggy, just ordinary springs on the bed frame,
no coil springs. We all slept under Hudson Bay blankets, some red,
some brown and Mother and Dad had heavy grey ones. I recall that
the red ones were pretty thin and had probably belonged to Dad ever
since he arrived in Canada. We also had cotton covered quilts which
were quite lumpy. One of us"g sateen covered feather quilt, I re-
member the feathers all poking through the ticking. But I don't
recall any of us being cold at night, once the bed warmed up, even
though in winter the frost was thick on the window panes.

In the big room, there was congoleum mat on the floor, the
walls were papered with a brown-toned scenic wallpapef. There were
lace curtains on the windows. Furniture was pretty sparsqLi Mother
and Dad each had a rocking chair, there was an old grecs IV
springs and straw poking thgough. We had a buffet : ?T’g
in golden oak and a big black piano; a music cabinet “ST’”’ e,
on which the gramaphone sat. A bookshelf on the wall ( b
held the Books of Knowledge, the big Doctor's book,
Birds of Western Canada, and'a few novels of the day

by Rex Stout, Jack London, Edgar Wallace, etc. Later on[th
was a four-shelf bookcase with glass doors which Dad g%t&a an
auction. With the bookcase he also got a set of classics, more
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than a dozen books by<world . renowned authors.

The buffet in the livingroom held a number of items Mother
and Dad valued. Dad's gold pocket watch was kept in the little
narrow front drawer , also a little case lined in velvet held four
little silver teaspoons, Dad!s Waterman's fountain pen and ever=
sharp pencil, and a small matchbox with a set of rattles from a
snake. The glass fronted éhina compartment held a Japanese tea
set and a few odd dishes. Mother didn't have 'family' china or
silverware like a lot of women had. A cut-glass fruit bowl sat
on the top of the buffet. On the little shelves at either side
of the mirror stood a pair of vases (one of which I broke) and
a couple of little black lacquered china dishes with lids, painted
with pink flowers. They held little odds and ends like cufflinks,
buttons, shirt studs, etc. There were small china keepsakes de-
picting different British scenes which sat beside the black dishes.
T think the black ones had been sent from India where Dad's brother
was teaching. In one side compartment there were a few fancy
glasses, and a couple of bottles of liquor, brandy or maybe sherry.
We weren't allowed to go in there or touch those bottles. 1In the
opposite side compartment some linens were kept. 1In the long bottom
drawer there were more linens, the best ones (damask table cloth
and napkins) wrapped up in blue paper to help keep them from yellow=-
ing. Also there was a stuffed rattlesnake skin, lying its full
length in that drawer! One of Dad's friends had had it skinned
and stuffed.

We ate in the kitchen at a big square table covered in oil-
cloth when we were all little, cotton table cloths later on. Every-
body had pantrys in those days, no built in kitchen cabinets. The
pantry was just off the kitchen and kept all the food stuffs, flour
and sugar barrels, which held fifty and a hundred pounds respectively,
the bread mixer and the dishes, pots and pans. We had a trap door
with a recessed handle in the floor and steps leading down into
the cellar. Anything which had to be kept cool as well as the
canned fruit was kept in the cellar. I_remember everyone being
warned, "Don't come into the pantry, the door's up!" The pantry.
also had a little window with a shelf where Mother set pies to cool.






